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GUIDANCE for TAKING INITIAL ENQUIRY CALLS FROM

OVERSEAS QUALIFIED TEACHERS (OQTs) 

SOMETIMES CALLED OVERSEAS TRAINED TEACHERS (OTTs):

REMEMBER THAT:

· An OQT can work for up to 4 years without being awarded Qualified Teacher Status (QTS). 

· Teachers from outside the EU have to be assessed for QTS. 

· Suitably qualified OQTs can present themselves for their QTS assessment without any further training. 

· If an OQT has 2 years’ full-time experience then they may avoid an induction period after qualification.

· Even those OQTs from the EU may have to have their eligibility to teach checked by the GTC.

POINTS to RAISE:

Ascertain the new teacher’s status for supply; do they have a recognized teaching qualification?

Ascertain where they qualified. (Which country?)

Ascertain when they last taught? (How long ago?)

Ascertain if they have already taught in schools in the UK.

Ascertain if they require / possess a work permit to work in the UK. (If they have a work permit we need to see it at interview.)

Ascertain if they possess a certificate of good conduct or a police check from the country they have just left to come to the UK. (It is essential that they do, or else we cannot offer them work.)

Remember to tell OQTs that all interviews are conducted face-to-face, so they have to be here to be interviewed and offered work.

If there is to be an interview, then the candidate will have to have originals of all documents. They should be aware of this and Immigration may well have insisted on seeing proof of status. But clarify!

Remember that all qualifications achieved overseas need to be verified as acceptable. We go to the National Academic Recognition Information Centre List of qualifications as being equivalent to UK NARIC Standards

Be positive but realistic. Emphasize our willingness to assist but our total obligation to adhere to the regulations. Make no promises. Treat these potential applicants like any other i.e. ensure they are subject to absolutely no discrimination.
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